ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, CRAIGAGH

A Major Restoration Programme
Built in 1803, this beautiful little Church is currently undergoing
major restoration. A simple rectangular building with knotted ceiling
beams, it saw modest renovations through the 1830s to the 1970s. The
present programme is by the far the most significant and extensive.
This Church, the only one in the Diocese of Down & Connor to be
constructed on a pre-Reformation site, was built to serve the then local
population, which was much larger than today’s.

The earliest

gravestones in the Churchyard date back to the 1740s and it is believed
that at one time there may have been a Barn Church on this site.
The original building was constructed using local rubble stone and
scree, cemented with lime. Interestingly, plaster removal during the
present renovations has revealed two incomplete internal arches on
the left side of the building. It would seem that these were sliced in
half to make way for two new windows. An adjacent small receptacle,
used for the removal of water, has also been discovered which would
indicate an altar having been close to this point; the water would have
been used for the purification of Communion vessels.

The Restoration Contract
St Patrick’s Church, Craigagh is a Grade B1 listed building. The main
contractor for this important project is Conway Builders Ltd of
Donemana & Derry who have a comprehensive portfolio of work in
relation to historical buildings.

View of the inside of the
Church at Eastertime,
prior to restoration.

The contract commenced in late October/early November 2008 and
should be completed by Christmas 2009. At a cost of approximately
£980,000, all of which is being met by Cushendun & Torr Parish, the
work is scheduled in four phases.

View of the gallery and
existing Confessional
Rooms on either side of
the vestibule below.

Phase 1
Unearthing of original floor.
Stripping of all plaster – internally and externally.
Removal of pews for refurbishment: to be stripped and re-varnished
with additional motifs and carvings added.
Creation of new pathways around the Church.
Pathway at back of the Sanctuary and the attached cement section
removed. Church restored to its original plan.
Damproofing work carried out.
Building of new Sacristy and Confessional Room, plus new Altar Servers’
room and boiler room.

Phase 2
Sandblasting roof timbers and removal of existing slates.
Treatment of all ceiling wood.
Replacement of ceiling joists.
Electrical wall conduits put in place.
Bell tower removed. Due to its unstable nature, this will be rebuilt
with the bell placed firmly on a metal bar and a new tongue installed.
New gallery built.
Research carried out in relation to sandstone surrounds for windows
and doorway.
Marking out positions of radiators.
Laying of foundations for new toilet block. Sited close to the gates of
the new adjacent cemetery, this will have a slated, sloping roof with a
stone-faced wall looking towards the main road. Disabled facilities will
be included.
Removal of electricity pole in graveyard and placed close to Church
boundary. Underground electrical cables will now follow pathways to
supply lighting to the Church.

Phase 3
Dry lining of building to help retain heat and provide ventilation.
Completion of full electrical renewal - heating and internal lighting
plus sound amplification.
Completion of cemetery lighting, including spotlighting to provide
better security on pathways.
New floor laid; floor level now higher than pathway to prevent further
damp.
Installation of refurbished pews.
Installation of new sound system.
Installation of new loop system.
Completion and reinstallation of bell tower.
Completion of new toilet block.
Removal and replacement of boundary railings.
Possible restoration of ceiling frescoes, depending on the state of the
rafters underneath.

The bell tower prior to
refurbishment and quite
unstable. The new tower
will see the bell placed
firmly on a metal bar
and a new tongue
installed.

Phase 4
All final touches – placing of all liturgical features in proper position:
seating; lighting; organ; flooring;
furnishing of Sacristy – new vestments, altar clothes, restored chalices;
liturgical furniture for Sanctuary – new altar, new Presidential Chair,
new Ambo, new Ambry, new position for the Book of the Gospels.

While the restoration work is taking place, Masses are being held in the
Parochial Hall in Knocknacarry each Saturday at 6.30pm and at
12.00noon on Sundays. Masses are also held in St Mary’s Star of the
Sea, Culraney on Wednesdays at 7.30pm and each Sunday at 10.00am.
Please do come along – everyone is welcome!

As mentioned earlier, all costs of this restoration
programme are being met by the people of Cushendun
& Torr Parish. If you would like to contribute, you
can do so by contacting Father Martin O’Hagan PP,
on 028 2176 1269.

Some fine art restoration
St Patrick’s Church, Craigagh contains pieces of fine art that are being
lovingly restored, as part of this extensive refurbishment and rebuilding
programme.
The 14 stained glass windows have been removed and are being
restored by the company Art Glass in Derry.
There are a number of ceiling frescoes above the Sanctuary and these
will be the last to be restored on site.
The 14 mosaic Irish Stations of the Cross, installed by Father McGuckian
in the late 1950s, have been combined with the pitched pine Stations
from St John’s Church in Carnlough.
Also receiving careful restoration are the two statues of St Joseph and
St Theresa, plus the brass candelabra and lithograph of Our Lady and
Child.
So too are two paintings by the famous local artist Charles McAuley:
one dedicated to Our Lady of the Assumption and the other to Christ
among the Children. It’s worth noting that the children in the latter
are those of the artist.

Stained glass
windows
The original building contained
only windows of leaded plain
glass. In the 1930s a set of five
was commissioned from the
international company Franz
Mayer of Munich, Inc.,
described in 1892 by Pope Leo
X111 as a “Pontifical Institute of
Christian Art.”

Later, in the 1950s, an
additional nine windows were
installed. They were designed
and made by Braniff Studios in
Belfast.
All 14 stained glass windows are
currently being restored by Art
Glass in Derry.

Restoration of
statues

The statue of St Joseph,
seen here to the left of
one of the Confessional
Rooms at the back of the
Church, is being
carefully restored…….

……. Likewise
the statue of
St Theresa, seen
here.

